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THE LANGUAGE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

THE LANGUAGE OF PHOTOGRAPHY
	Technique
	Definition & Effect

	FRAMING
	

	LINES
	

	RULE OF THIRDS
	

	CLOSE-UP SHOT
	

	CONTRASTING SHOT
	

	ANGLED SHOT
	

	SETTING/

ESTABLISHING SHOT
	

	LIGHTING
	


Part 1- Photo Sharing 

SHARING:  Save the photographs you have taken and bring notes to class for a sharing session. 
You are going to share what techniques you used, why you used them and what you are trying to show with the photo.
Part 2- Analyzing Photographs


Title (or caption):
Photographer:
Setting/Place:
a) Story (describe, in detail, exactly what you see happening in the picture):

b) Techniques used and their effect:
(Ex. the tree is viewed from a lower vantage point which emphasizes its height and majesty as it towers above the tiny pickup truck)
c) Symbolism/Metaphor and use of color:

d) Questions asked by photograph??? Manipulate what you believe the photographer is asking their audience)
e) Theme/conflict and message of the photograph: (remember- themes are always expressed in complete statements) 
f) Emotional impact/mood: (how does the picture make you feel?  How do you think the photographer is trying to make you feel?) 
Part 3 

 WRITING A FORMAL ANALYSIS OF A PHOTOGRAPH:
· Use your notes from this booklet and the sample analysis (attached to Weebly), prepare a formal analysis of 1 of your chosen photographs. Make sure to touch on the following aspects:

1.   Major theme/purpose

2.   Detailed description of photograph and its “story”

3. Techniques used in the photograph and their effect

4. Conflicts portrayed in the photograph
5. Issues raised by the photograph.
6.  Emotions evoked by the photograph

7. Your own evaluation of the photograph and its effectiveness.

Part 4          VISUAL RESPONSE/REPRESETNATION:

Choose ONE of the following: 

A. Create your own photo story, using original photographs and captions. (5 pictures min)

B. Create a photo essay on a world issue (5 pictures min)

C. Break down a process such as cooking a meal, teaching skill, or representing the highlights of an event (personal or local).

D. A brilliant idea of your own? Please discuss this option with your current teacher. 
	Analysis of Flight (Practice Picture)
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Analysis of Photograph



	CATEGORY 
	5
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1

	Description 
	Makes a complete and detailed description of the subject matter and/or elements seen in a work. 
	Makes a detailed description of most of the subject matter and/or elements seen in a work. 
	Makes a detailed description of some of the subject matter and/or elements seen in a work. 
	Descriptions are not detailed or complete. 
	Minimal description of subject matter

	Analysis of Techniques
	Accurately describes several dominant elements, techniques or principles used by the artist and accurately relates how they are used by the artist to reinforce the theme, meaning, mood, or feeling of the artwork. 
	Accurately describes a couple of dominant elements and principles used by the artist and accurately relates how these are used by the artist to reinforce the theme, meaning, mood, or feeling of the artwork. 
	Describes some dominant elements and principles used by the artist, but has difficulty describing how these relate to the meaning or feeling of the artwork. 
	Has trouble picking out the dominant elements OR does not explain how artist uses them. 
	Does not identify techniques.

	Interpretation/Ideas 
	Forms a good hypothesis about the symbolic or metaphorical meaning and is able to support this with evidence from the work. 
	Student identifies the literal meaning of the work. 
	Student includes vague/general interpretation of the meaning. 
	Student finds it difficult to interpret the meaning of the work. 
	

	Evaluation of effectiveness
	Thorough evaluation of effectiveness of photograph supported with evidence.  Strong expression of student’s opinion about the work.
	Evaluation of the effectiveness with adequate amount of support.  
	Vague evaluation of effectiveness with minimal support from the photo.
	Very brief evaluation (one sentence)

).


	No evaluation of effectiveness

	Language Use
	Mature, polished syntax.  Precise, powerful, creative diction.  Sophisticated, original arrangement of ideas.
	Clear and purposeful syntax.  Specific and varied diction.  Varied and meaningful arrangement of ideas.
	
	
	

	Grammar and mechanics
	No errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization and sentence structure
	1-2 errors
	3-4 errors, 
	Many errors
	

	Organization and Layout
	Uses correct layout.  Work is very neatly and attractively presented.
	Correct layout and neat presentation
	Some elements of layout missing
	Incorrect layout.
	


Sample Rubric: 
