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Tents come in every imaginable size and shape, making it hard to clearly define categories. However, there are some widely agreed upon Tent Characteristics that can be used to classify tents. Knowing these characteristics will help you in finding what you are looking for. 

Tent Structures

In general, Tents consist of poles which form a skeleton and over this skeleton, the Tent fabric or skin is laid out to create an inner pocket. These are the basic Tent Structures: 
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Avian Tents
One or two straight poles with the Tent cover spread out create a covered ground area. They are mostly used for quick shelter and generally light weather conditions. 
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Pyramid Tents
One central pole and the Tent cover pulled tight and spread out around the center pole form a pyramid shaped pocket. Pyramid Tents are rare in Hiking as the center pole effectively divides the Tent in multiple smaller compartments. 
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Traditional A-Frame Tents
Two-legged frames at the outer ends of the Tent with the Tent cover form a triangular pocket. Old backpacking tents were often A-frame Tents. The increased roominess of hoop tents and domes has replaced most A-frame tents. 
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Modified A-Frame Tents
Add a ridgepole and a center hoop to the traditional A-Frame to create a larger volume version of the traditional A-frame pocket. Modified A-Frame tents are also becoming rare as Hiking Tents. 
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Hoop Tents
Use one to three hoops with the Tent cover to form a tubular pocket. The curved walls give a bigger volume with the same ground surface. Hoop Tents are surprisingly strong as they divide pressure over the full length of the hoops. 
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Wedge Tents
Two intersecting hoops with the Tent cover form a square to round pocket. These tents are very popular in Hiking as they combine great strength in combination with the least use of material and weight. 
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Dome Tents
Three or more intersecting hoops with the Tent cover form a multi-faceted ground floor with a dome. The added hoops give this tent increased strength in comparison to Wedge Tents. However, they are mostly pretty difficult to erect. Most 4-Season tents are domes with four intersecting hoops. 


Besides these Basic Tent Structures, there are a lot of Hybrid Tents which combine any of the above structural features to come up with other tent structures. The combinations often try to combine the strengths of each of the structures used and thus come up with a stronger construction. 

The structures that the poles build derive their strength from the way the pressure is placed on the poles. In the case of the A-Frame structure, most of the pressure is directed to the length of the poles where it is strongest. In dome structures where the poles are curved, the pressure is equally directed to all sides of the curve. 



Freestanding vs. Fixed Tents

The strength of a tent is based on the combination of the compression members (the tent poles) and the tension members (the tent fabric and the possible guy lines). Guy lines are lines used to stretch the tent fabric by staking them to the surface. Tents that do not need guy lines are freestanding. Freestanding Tents offer a couple of advantages: 

· You can move them to another location without having to take down and rebuild the tent. 

· You can easily drain and dry a freestanding tent by picking it up and hanging it upside down. 

However, all tents including the freestanding type derive a lot of their strength from being anchored down by stakes and guy lines. 

Protection Level: Number of Supported Seasons

There are a couple of ways of categorizing tents by their functions. One of the most defining ones is the number of seasons that the tent supports: 

· 4-Season Tents are meant for year round use and they are capable of withstanding the heaviest snowstorms. 

· 3-Season Tents will protect you from the worst summer, spring, and autumn can throw at you. However, they will not be able to protect you in heavy winter conditions. Some 3-Season Tents are convertible into 4-Season Tents by adding extra sections or tent parts to the tent. 

· 2-Season Tents will serve you perfectly well from late spring to early fall but they are not designed for rougher conditions. 

Capacity: Number of Persons

Nowadays, many Tent manufacturers give an estimated or exact number of people that the tent can accommodate (for instance: 1-person, 2-person, 4-person, etc.). Other often used expressions are solo, duo, trio, etc. Make sure not to just take the manufacturer's word for it. Often their definition of capacity means x smaller persons packed close together. In reality, you will often find a 2-person tent having room for just one person. In bad weather, you may want to take your backpack inside your tent or do your cooking inside. Some manufacturers have taken this into account and call their tents 2-person plus or 3-person plus, signifying that there is some extra space. In general, when finding a tent, simply go for a tent meant for more people than the group size you are actually going to accommodate. 


Hiking Tents are an essential component of Camping. Make sure that you have a Tent which is appropriate to what you need. Knowing the various Tent Types or Tent Classifications can greatly help you in narrowing down your selection. Determine your requirements and get familiar with the essentials of Hiking Tents before purchasing one. 


