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           Course Description: 

	Students enrolled in the Grade 10 English course will experience a variety of texts and visuals over the semester. The work that is offered to these students is often challenging, analytical and is presented at a rapid rate. They will read and interpret great works of literature, as well as learn to appreciate the finer points of style and writing. They will practice writing their own forms of writing and poetry, along with various examples of narrative, expository, and persuasive writing. Students who are in this program should expect both class work and a substantial amount of reading, research and writing for homework.


Course Competencies/ Learning Objectives

Students who successfully complete this course will be competent in the following areas:

	· Students will be able to write original pieces employing the writing process.

· Students will be able to locate, evaluate, and utilize viable sources for research.

· Students will be able to conduct and present research both written and orally.

· Students will be able to write and speak using proper mechanics 
· Students will be able to use new vocabulary words correctly, using context clues, knowledge of root words, as well as reference sources to decode and apply new language.

· Students will be able to read, understand, and respond to essential content in a variety of nonfiction and fiction texts 
· Students will be able to define and identify and apply literary terms.

· Students will be exposed to the language and style within the format of drama.

· Students will be able to analyze various forms of poetry
· Students will have developed an appreciation for creative communication/visual representation 



Student Evaluation
Writing/Reading/Analysis = (Ideas, organization, mechanics, language) =20%

Research = (Inquiry Based, work cited, parenthesis, quality sourcing) = 15%

Process Work = (Outlines and rough copies, vocabulary, peer and self-evaluation/editing) = 15%
Project based assignments/creative communication (Live chat, video, forums) = 15%
Journal Writing = (Themed, reflective, brainstorming, free-write) = 15%
Public Speaking = (Group discussion, verbal presentation, class contribution, reading aloud) = 20%

*The above areas will be used as the basis for 80% of your grade for the semester. The final exam will constitute the remaining 20% of your grade. 
Attendance Policy


Regular and prompt class attendance is an essential part of the educational experience. River East Collegiate expects students to exercise good judgment regarding attendance and absences. Students will accept full responsibility for ensuring their work does not suffer because of absences. All students are expected to attend every scheduled class on time. Exceptions may be made for illness and valid emergencies. Please communicate through email if you know in advance that you are going to be absent!
Classroom Expectations

1. Students will come to class on time prepared and ready to learn. 

2. Students will complete all assignments, including homework, by all deadlines. Make-up work is only accepted after an excused absence. It is your responsibility to see me for your work before or after school.
*Students may only re-submit assignments if they are handed in by the agreed due date.
3. All students will be silent and respectful while other students read aloud.

4. The teachers and students will work together for a respectful, safe classroom.

5. Participation in class discussions will enhance all students’ learning experiences.

6. Students are expected to have all assigned readings completed; this may require some reading to be completed outside of the classroom.

7. Cell phones, tablets, headphones, and any other personal devices are prohibited during class time unless approved by 
                 teacher. 
8. Food and Drink: All drinks must come in sealed containers and food must be approved by teacher, but is welcome. 
Class Requirements

Students will be required to complete and pass writing assignments, research projects, tests/exams, and homework. Students will also be required to read outside of class, participate meaningfully and respectfully in classroom discussions, maintain good attendance, have a respectful and positive attitude, and come to class ready to learn!

Rewrite Policy

Any written assignment that receives a less than desirable grade may be revised and rescored, so long as it was initially submitted on time, a student-teacher conference has taken place, and the rewritten assignment is resubmitted in a timely fashion (no more than one week after the assignment was returned to the student). 

Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity

Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in written or oral assessments without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of illegal help on anything that has been determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Both are considered serious offenses and will significantly affect your course grade. 
Methodology

A combination of lecture, class discussion, presentations, videos, cooperative learning, and problem-based learning will be used in this course. Grades will be determined by the satisfactory and timely completion of assignments. The grade of each assignment is based on the prerequisite outcomes given for each assignment. Below is an overview of topic/ units and major assessments/assignments for this course. Please note dates/timeframes are subject to change and are an estimate. 

	Unit/ Topic
	Course Activities
	Assessments/Assignments
	Month/ Timeframe

	Introduction
	Read, interpret, analyze, and summarize various types of writing/visuals, practice reading and writing in the content area, and complete an introductory writing assignment.
	Themed: Short Story/Poem Analysis

Pride and Empowerment –Choice Forms (how to choose the right type of essay and MLA vs APA?) Variables
	September

	Narrative Structure/Stylistic Choices
	Read, interpret, analyze, and summarize short pieces of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
	Written and oral responses, tests, and projects
(Intro readings/visuals to April Raintree)

Review – Literary Devices/Stylistic Choices
	September

	Fiction (Choice Novel 1)
	Read, interpret, analyze, making meaning notation, conference
	Written and oral responses, essays, projects, and forum discussion, close reading analysis,  
	Sept./October 

	Symbolism, theme and Irony
	Read, interpret, analyze, and summarize short pieces of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
	Essay writing and oral responses, visual representation (Identity and Empowerment)
	Sept./October

	Indigenous Study: April Raintree
	Inquiry and Research, analysis, connecting Indigenous poetry/readings
	Editorials, identifying bias, local/community research and media presentation
	Oct./November

	Imagery and motif 
	Identify literary devices, conference, characterization
	Inquiry and research paper, verbal/visual presentation, speech writing (TKAM)
	Nov./Dec.

	Choice Research Project (PBL)
	Read, interpret, analyze, research strategies, conferencing, 
	Written and oral responses, research paper and presentation
	Nov./December

	Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet
	Read, interpret, analyze, and summarize drama, performance techniques
	Written and oral responses, tests, and projects, script writing
	January

	Journaling
	Reflective/Prompted, interpretive, lists/brainstorming ad free-write
	Written and oral share, building context, creative writing, finding your voice and taking a stance
	Ongoing


Texts Include: (Subject to change)
Choice Novel 1 = Book Box = Biograph, Autobiography, Memoir Texts
Choice novel 2 = Topic/Theme to be discussed in class 

Class Novel = April Raintree, To Kill a Mocking Bird
Drama (Shakespeare) = Romeo and Juliet

Various on-lines texts, articles, editorials, short stories, films

Inside Poetry and various pieces connected to current theme/motif
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