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Flight tells the story of humanity’s almost futile desire to fly like the birds and other creatures of the air but, in our clumsy attempts to conquer the skies and the universe, we pollute and destroy everything in our path.  In this striking photograph, Andre Lucas contrasts the serene beauty of nature with the clumsy, metallic menace of technology and warns us that our blind addiction to technological advancement could ultimately lead to the devastation of the natural environment, our most precious gift.

In this picture a powerful rocket pierces the billowing clouds, staining them with the steam and dirty exhaust left in its wake.  In contrast, a bird flies effortlessly overhead, using only its wings to glide across the sky.  Menacing and dangerous, the red-tipped rocket appears more like a huge bullet invading the peaceful path of the bird on its annual migration. The graceful aerodynamic bird, unaware of the invasion, appears to be almost on a collision course with the rocket
.
The picture asks the question why, in our desperate desire to explore and conquer space, we spend billions of dollars developing the technology needed to launch ourselves up into the atmosphere – something that birds can do naturally.  In addition, the picture raises issues related to the environmental impact of human exploration on the world and the skies surrounding it. Historically such actions have resulted in colonialism, pollution and finally cultural and environmental devastation.   

Techniques used in the photograph include the use of lines; a diagonal line cuts across the picture from the top left corner to the bottom right, separating it into two distinct parts. On one side a huge cloud formation billows out, filled with smoke, a bird and a rocket, and on the other side is empty, peaceful blue sky. Lucas captures the bird as it flies calmly in a horizontal line towards the rocket which emerges in a vertical line showing its power and dominance. The viewer’s eye is drawn to the destination of both bird and rocket – both aiming for that vast expanse of untainted, deep-blue sky which contrasts sharply with the smoky clouds.  The picture is also taken from a unique vantage point; the viewer sees the scene from a bird’s-eye view which allows us to get close to the rocket – so close we can see all the details, from the markings on the rocket boosters 
to the ridges on the tip – so close we feel a little afraid of the massive structure that is yet to rise from the clouds and possibly blast us out of the way and into oblivion.
The photo evokes an ironic response when one considers the ease with which the bird flies across the sky, in contrast to the massive struggle that man endures to defy gravity.  In addition, the appearance of the threatening, bullet-like tip lends an atmosphere of menace to the otherwise serene picture of the bird in its age-old migratory ritual.

The photograph is effective because of its simplicity.  Lucas clearly portrays the impending conflict between object and bird, frozen in mid-flight on their way to the same destination,  This picture reminds us of how attached we are to the earth but how we long to escape it and the natural forces that keep us grounded.  But in our efforts to escape, we trespass into the territory of other creatures and ultimately destroy all that is natural and beautiful.

 We long for domination over everything – even the skies.
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