	


	


	

	


	


Writing for High School (Ashot)

	Speaking Out!

Rant Assignment


What Is A Rant?

Rants use informal language, which is language that speaks to the reader in a straightforward style. Informal language is written in the first person, using “I”, “we”, or “us” and may include colloquial expressions (language that is used in everyday speech), and contractions (two words combined into one). Slang is also considered informal language, but should be used sparingly
Characteristics of a Rant
· Brief (about 200 words)

· Focuses on one item, individual, event place, or person

· Passionate, aggressive, and opinionated in tone

· Direct and precise language

· Humorous

· Reflects the writer’s character and values
· usually based on a current social or political issue
· speaks to the audience in a straightforward style

· written in the first person (“I,” “we,” “us”)

· is passionate, aggressive, and opinionated in tone

· is often humorous

· usually proposes a solution to the problem
	Rant Assignment Instructions


Prior to preparing your rants, you will view and read several examples.  As a class, we will brainstorm ideas for rant topics.
Part I – Partner Practice Rant

i) Find an article in a newspaper about a controversial issue. Examine it with your partner using the “Rant Planning Guide”. You both need to feel the same way about the topic.

ii) Make a statement that you can either agree with or disagree with.  Remember, you need to consider both sides of the argument before you write your rant. Make a T-chart with the headings “agree” and “disagree”. Identify arguments you will use to support your side of the issue, but also identify the major points of the opposition so that you can “shoot down” their arguments.
iii) If necessary, do some quick research (on your own) to find expert opinions that support your argument.
iv) Together, write a rough draft of your partner rant.
v) Complete the Rant Outline to ensure you have used at least three persuasive techniques in your rant.
vi) Present your rant to other groups as a team.
Part II – Individual Rant

i) Find an article in the newspaper, in a magazine, or online, on a current controversial issue or pet peeve that you feel strongly about.
ii) Create a firm opinion statement on the issue and complete the Agree/Disagree chart.

iii) Choose which side of the issue you support.
iv) Write a rough draft of your rant.
v) Complete the Rant Outline to ensure you have used at least three persuasive techniques in your rant.
vi) Practice your rant in front of a mirror and in front of family and friends.

vii) Present your rant to the class either in person or on video.
viii) Hand in a clean copy of your rant for grading.
	Persuasive Techniques For Rants


1.  Strong Word Choice

· Avoid using words like:  things, stuff, kind of, pretty much…

· Be specific and precise

2. Convincing Facts and Statistics

· Use research to back up your opinion

· Reference the sources and dates of the research

3. Well Researched Specific Examples

· Use stories and anecdotes that support your ideas

4. Personal Experience

· Use relevant examples from your life to back up your points

· Go beyond just what you “think”

5. Repetition of Words to Emphasize the Point

· Drive home your ideas by repeating key words or ideas for emphasis

6. Fear Tactics

· Paint a scary scenario:  use “what if…” or “imagine that…”

7. Shooting Down the Opponents

· Discuss the opposing side to put holes in their theories and reasoning
8. Emotional Appeal

· Discuss how this issue affects the audience

· Play on the “perceived feelings” of the audience
9. Expert Opinions
· Quote authorities on the topic who agree with your position

10. Rhetorical Questions

· Phrase questions so the answer is obvious or given

11. Analogies

· Use the structure:  “______________ is like ________________”
12. Humor

· Use exaggeration, word play, forced alliteration, absurdity, pop culture references, sarcasm, etc.
