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ELA10F
COURSE OUTLINE

(Mr. P. Neuendorff, Room 221)
The study of English Language Arts enables students to understand and appreciate language, and to use it confidently and competently in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction, and learning.  The general learning outcomes require students to work with a variety of texts to read, write, speak, listen, view, and represent in order to:
1.  Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences;
2. Comprehend and respond personally and critically;
3. Manage ideas and information;
4. Enhance the clarity and artistry of communication;
5. Celebrate and build community




(Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes)

The following is intended to give you an idea of what we will be studying this semester. The order of, and the time spent on different areas of study can vary.
Text focuses may include:
· Novels:  Speak
              Of Mice and Men
              Life on the Refrigerator Door


    Unbroken 

              Diary of a Part-Time Indian

              Independent Read, Biography/Autobiography Study/Graphic Novel
· Drama: Monster 
            A Midsummer Night`s Dream
· Media and Technology
· Short Stories 
· Poetry / Slam / Song / Speeches
· Daily Journals, Blogs, Inquiry based projects
· Forms Writing: Essays, speeches, stories, editorial, blogs, reflections etc. 
· EVALUATION BREAKDOWN

Term Work


80% (60% outcome based & 20% task based)
Exams

          20% (Final Exam)

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:

1. Students should feel that this is an open and accepting environment. They should feel free to use their imagination and offer ideas and suggestions at any time. Please remember that all suggestions/comments should be worded in a positive and appropriate manner.
2. IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE IN THE COURSE, GET HELP!!  Talk to me about what areas you are finding difficult.  Ask questions when you don’t understand.  See me after class if you forget to ask questions during class.  When questions are not asked, I assume you understand everything!!!

3. Yes, “spelling counts”... so do other mechanical aspects of the English language:  capitalization, punctuation, paragraphing, run-on sentences, sentence fragments, etc. 

4. Notebook/Journals:  We will be doing a lot of both prompted and freestyle writing this semester. I want us to FILL up the pages of your journals with thoughts, feelings, explanations, opinions and personal connections. You will only be marked on Ideas, Expanding/Elaborating and making personal connections, so you can really let loose here and be yourself!   

5. Projects / Presentations / Writing Forms and Blog Forums:  You will always be given plenty of notice of upcoming major assignments.  If a legitimate reason for your absence on a due date already exists, please let me know as soon as possible, so alternative arrangements can be made. All I ask is that you communicate with me. Don’t just ignore the due date and speak with me 2 weeks later. I feel that I am fair and flexible, so let’s try to figure it out together.
Bonus: If you hand in work on time I will spend the time to give you notation, and you can have an opportunity to resubmit for an entirely new mark!
 
6. Being Prepared: This means that you show up to class EVERY day with a blue or black pen, your journal, your current independent choice novel and a binder with extra paper. If you forget something ask a friend or myself at the BEGINNING of class. 

7. Drinks and Food: are welcome in this class, as long as they have a lid, are not disrupting other with smells and sounds and ENTIRELY recycled and thrown out by the end of class. One strike rule and then you are CUT OFF!


8. Attendance: Be here every day and be punctual. If you know a day that you can’t attend or will be late…COMMUNICATE! I will always give class time to complete work, so if you miss you will have much more work to do at home.
