Found Poetry Assignment

Part 1:

Compile a collection of words or phrases that are particularly descriptive from To Kill Mockingbird.  Don’t worry about the context or page numbers.  Just jot down as many examples of imagery, similes, metaphors, sensory passages, etc.

Part 2:

Create a found poem by assembling the words and phrases you have selected. Organize the words and phrases in a way that creates new, coherent meaning. (See examples). Copy your poem onto a piece of paper and add illustrations that relate to the theme.

· The poem does not have to follow a particular rhyme scheme. 

· Be sure to use punctuation.

· Found poems must be at least 10 lines long.

· The poem must have a creative title that reflects the theme.

· The mood evoked by your poem must compliment the chosen theme.
Use the following chart to help guide you in the collection of the content for your found poem.

Step One: Indicate the main topic you will be trying to convey (Ex. Loss of innocence, racism, inequality, injustice, coming of age, family).

	


Step Two: Gather a collection of words or phrases that are particularly descriptive. Jot down a number of examples of similes, metaphors, sensory passages (taste, touch, smell), or strong images based on your main topic.
	Similes
	

	
	

	
	

	Metaphors
	

	
	

	
	

	Sensory Passages
	

	
	

	
	

	Strong Images
	

	
	

	
	

	Strong Word Choices
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Step Three: Select and organize the words and phrases in a way that creates new, coherent (logical, rational, consistent) meaning.

___________________________________
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FOUND POEM SAMPLE


(from To Kill a Mockingbird)

Coming of Age

That was the summer Dill came to us.

And thereafter, the summer passed in routine contentment.

It was a tired old town when I first knew it.

People moved slowly then.

I could wait patiently…

“I’m little, but I’m old,”
One’s mind works very slowly at times.

I was so entangled we didn’t get very far.

This change […] had come in a matter of weeks.

A solitary mocker poured out his repertoire in blissful unawareness.
“Who’s scared to go around the corner?”

“It’s time you started bein’ a girl and acting right.”

But summer came and Dill was not there.

Found Poem Rubric

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4

	Title
	The title is vague and does not connect to the theme.
	The title is vague and is slightly connected to the theme.
	The title connects to the theme but does not increase the meaning of the poem.
	The title increases meaning of the poem and connects to the theme.

	Choice and arrangement of words and phrases
	Most of the words and phrases were not from novel, and/or were chosen and arranged without purpose 
	A few of the words and phrases are not found in novel/were chosen without purpose/ mechanically arranged
	Most of the words and phrases are from the novel and most were chosen and arranged with purpose 
	All of the words and phrases are from the novel were chosen and arranged with purpose

	Theme
	The poem does not centre on a theme.
	The poem satisfactorily centres on one theme.
	The poem centres on a theme.
	The poem clearly centres on a distinct theme.

	Mood
	No mood is evident. Words and images are vague and nondescript.
	The mood is created with suitable words and images.
	The mood is created with powerful words and images.
	The mood is clearly created with vivid words and images.


Total ________ / 16 = _______ %
