The Elements of Poetry
I. What is poetry?

· A literary use of language in its most concentrated form.

II. Reading the poem

· Read it a number of times.

· Have a dictionary next to you.

· Read it aloud.

· Ask yourself these three questions:

1. Who is the speaker and what is the occasion?

2. What is the message of the poem?

3. By what means is the message communicated?

III. Words 

· Three component parts:




1.Sound



2.Denotation: dictionary definitions




3.Connotation: overtones of meaning

IV. Imagery

· Representation through language of sense experience.

V. Figurative Language

· Say less than what you mean, more than what you mean, the opposite of what you mean, or something other than what you mean.

1.Metaphor and simile: comparisons between things that are essentially unlike. In a simile the comparison is expressed; in a metaphor the comparison is implied.

2. Personification: giving human characteristics to something that is not human.

3.Apostrophe: a person that is absent is addressed or addressing something non-human as if it were alive.

4. Symbol: means more than what it is.

5. Allegory: a narrative or a description which has a second meaning beneath the surface one. The second meaning is of great importance to the author.

6. Paradox and oxymoron: an apparent contradiction which is nevertheless true. (a phrase made up of opposite meanings)
7. Hyperbole (overstatement): extreme exaggeration or emphasis. 
8. Understatement: less than what you mean.

9. Irony: the actual intent is expressed in words which carry the opposite meaning.

VI. Allusion

· A reference to something in history or previous literature.

VII. Tone

· Writer or speaker’s attitude towards its subject. Emotional colouring of a piece of literature.

VIII. Musical Devices

· Achieve musical quality through choice of words and arrangement (accent of a word).

· Two essential qualities are (1) repetition and (2) variation.

1. Alliteration: repetition of the initial consonant sound.

2. Assonance: repetition of vowel sounds.

3. Consonance: repetition of the final consonant sound.

4. Rhyme: repetition of the accented vowel sound and all succeeding sounds.

5. Refrain/Repition: repetition of words, phrases or lines in a fixed pattern (chorus).

VIV. Rhythm and Meter

· Refers to any wavelike recurrence of motion of sound.

· In speech, rhythm is the natural rise and fall of language.

· Meter refers to the kind of rhythm you can tap your foot to.

X. Sound and Meaning

1. Onomatopoeia: the use of words which in their pronunciation suggest their meaning.
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